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INTROOUCTION

Have you ever wondered why the outline of a giant moose, visible only from the air,
is carved into a remote South American plain? Why the ancient monarchs of Tunistan
lie mummified in their desert tombs wearing gem-studded antlers on their crowns?
Why freso paintings of mooses in silver suits, emerging from flying saucer-like
vehicles, line the temple walls of old Pompeii?

Neither have we, which may be why these blatant fabrications have nothing to do

with the true origins of Moosemas. In fact, Moosemas was created in 1984 to fill

a void (no, not the one in the White House). Modern Paganism is well-stocked with
holidays; but while they may be celebrated with great joy, they do lack something
essential to the human spirit: the opportunity to dress up in funny costumes and

be silly. Further, they can be very strenuous affairs, what with dancing and magick
and carefully executed rituals: there are few chances to relax and loaf until the
end of the evening, when you're too tired to really enjoy it,

Thus Moosemas was born, an Erisian Sabbat where people can relax, have fun, and
"moose out" in congenial company. It is partly a Pagan, adult substitute for
Halloween as practiced by children across America. It is partly a mellow party
with an odd theme. It is equal parts of play, rest and healing.

Why a moose? Mainly because the name sounds funny. HNo disrespect to the Moose
Spirit is intended. In fact, if your Moosemas celebration makes a few bucks, why
not send a donation to the National Wildlife Federation in thanks to the true moose
spirit -- a proud and free one -- for the use of the pretend moose spirit, which is
funny and mellow.

Many thanks are due to the coveners of Qur lady of the Woods, who organized the

First Moosemas celebration, and to all those who participated and who can retrieve
certain Polaroids for $5000 in unmarked bills of small denominations. A1l in all,
it's a nice way to spend an evening -- and fun, which was ever part of the good life,
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This enlightened one is "moosing out”
in honor of the Cosmic Ungulate, and
This man mocks Moosemas by his labor, is carning valuable karma points
and will be reborn as a coral polyp. redecmable for a toaster oven.
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The great holiday of MOOSEMAS -- also known as Moosnassad, Candlemoos, or Yulmoos --
comes from the old Saxon word mooz, meaning “to lounge about, chatting idly and
munching on Fritos." Related words are sclmooze and snooze.

Sometimes called the Vernautumnal Solstice, it is considered a "moveable feast" --
which is to say that it is celebrated on different dates each year, and often
several times a month as needed.

This day is sacred to the Hornéd God in His aspect of Bullwinkle the Moose. It is
a holiday for taking: taking time, taking stock, taking five, taking hot pizza from
the oven in a primitive symbolic birth ritual older than the frisbee.

It has been hinted that many American presidents were members of a secret occult
lodge honoring the Moose, which emerged in the public eye as Teddy Roosevelt's
Bull Moose party shortly after the turn of the century. Many occult purists feel
that present-day politicians have perverted the ancient teachings of this order,
emphasizing the Bull far more than the Moose.

There are many ways to celebrate Moosemas, all incorrect. Actually sleeping or even
hibernation are most favored of the Gods, but other possibilities are:

* Loafing, lounging, nmapping, "veging out," pretending to meditate, drifting in
and out of light trances, hanging out, viewing TV (on or off), and low-energy
partying with very mellow friends.

* Disconnecting the telephone and doorbell.
*'Eurning distasteful letters from utility companies without opening them,

* Playing cards or board games while making Tove in a tub filled with
fragrant warm oils (if you don't move too fast).

g} * Feasting on ritual foods, such as a fresh loaf of bread in Bull-
winkle's image,.. fruit juice... roast goose... and of course,
chocolate mousse.

* Avoiding taboo activities such as shaving, worrying, weeding the
lawn, housework, and thinking.

* Decorating the altar with snack foods, several goblets of
wine, furry hand puppets, long rubber objects, and love
sonnets to yourself.

* Dressing in brown, fuzzy robes and loafers, and invoking
the Gods in a2 hoarse, bugling voice as rarely as possible,
from a horizontal position.

50 let us all honor the old ways on this day of holy days: with minimal exertion,
go forth and MOOSE OUT!







